NATIONAL 

PARK 

• SERVICE J 


National Park Service 

U.S. Department of the Interior 



Mount Rainier National Park 
55210 238 th Avenue E. 
Ashford, WA 98304-9751 
360-569-2211 
www.nps.gov/mora 


Mount Rainier National Park News Release 


Release Date: January 12, 2019 
Contact: 360-569-6510 (leave message) 


Mount Rainier National Park to Restore Accessibility and Resume 
Limited Services 


Ashford, WA - Mount Rainier National Park announces that the park will reopen its Nisqually 
Entrance near Ashford on Sunday, January 13. The road between the entrance and Longmire will be 
open to public vehicles, weather dependent, as typical during the winter. In addition, some basic 
visitor services will now be available, including restrooms at Longmire and Kautz Creek, and staff at 
the park entrance gate to provide safety information. These additional services are being made 
possible during the shutdown through the recently granted authority to use retained recreation fees 
in support of park operations. 

Park Service officials have determined that by using Federal Land and Recreation Enhancement 
funds to bring back park staff to provide information, plow roads, and remove trash, the park will be 
able to restore some access for visitors while ensuring health and safety. While most outdoor areas 
of the park will remain accessible by foot, most buildings and facilities will remain closed. Entrance 
stations will be open to provide safety and information messages to arriving visitors, but fees will not 
be collected. The park is also pleased to announce that as a result of restored access, Rainier Guest 
Services will be able to reopen the National Park Inn, restaurant and gift shop in Longmire when the 
park gates open. 

During the winter, parking is limited in Longmire, and on nice-weather days, can fill up quickly. As a 
result visitors may experience long wait times at the park entrance, heavy traffic on roads, and 
congested parking lots - particularly on the weekends. Visitors are encouraged to make use of public 
restrooms in Elbe and Ashford on their way into the park. The road to Paradise will remain closed to 
public. Travel on foot, snowshoes, or skis on the road behind the closed gate at Longmire is 
prohibited and unsafe. Plows may be working the road to provide access to service park facilities 
and utilities during the shutdown. 

Visitors should note that snow play is only allowed in the designated area at Paradise, which is 
closed. In Longmire, any off-trail activity could cause significant damage to the park's vegetation. All 
other areas in the park are off-limits to sledding to protect visitor safety and park resources. Visitors 
seeking snow play are encouraged to find locations outside of the park for this activity. 

While basic visitor support services have been restored, other services will be limited or unavailable 
during the lapse in appropriations, including all visitor centers. If road conditions become unsafe at 
any time, roads and/or areas in the park may be closed. The park website and social media sites are 
not being maintained regularly. All administrative offices are closed until the government reopens. All 
media inquiries should be directed to newsmedia@nps.gov . 


For updates on the government shutdown, please visit www.doi.gov/shutdown . 







